
＜科目名 Subject＞    Literature A 
＜担当者 Instructors＞ Claudia Marra 

＜授業の到達目標及びテーマ Class Theme＞ 
Japanese Buddhist Literature – Buddhism in Japanese Literature 
Writing was introduced to Japan at the same time as Buddhism, so right from its beginnings religious 
believes left their mark on Japanese literature. 
This class aims at introducing classic Japanese literature and its relationship with Buddhism. Based 
on an interdisciplinary approach, various aspects of intellectual and social history are examined. We 
will read representative samples of primary texts in translation supported by secondary scholarly 
literature, followed by discussions. 
 
＜授業の概要 Summary＞ 
Become acquainted with an academic approach to and understand the basic terms and concepts 
involved in the study of Japanese literature and Buddhism in Japan. Acquire knowledge about 
Japanese authors and literary and religious developments. Understand how literature contributes to 
the formation of individuum and society, and how it in turn reflected philosophical thoughts and 
religious believes within the context of Japanese culture.  
 
＜授業計画 Class Plan＞ 
第 1回：Introduction, literature and religion: Iroha ～ Zuihitsu 
第 2回：Buddhism in Japan, Nara ～ Heian-period 
第 3回：Buddhism in Japan, Kamakura ～ Muromachi period 
第 4回：Buddhism in Japan, Edo-period ～ present  
第 5回：Japanese literature, Nara ～ Kamakura period 
第 6回：Japanese literature, Muromachi period ～ present 
第 7回：Kamo no Chōmei: Hojoki, Yoshida Kenkō: Essays in Idleness  
第 8回：Dōgen Zenji: Shōbōgenzō, Hakuin: Sokko-roku Kaien-fusetsu 
第 9回：Japanese Nō dramas: Eguchi, Yama uba 
第 10回：Takuan Sōhō: The Unfettered Mind, Miyamoto Musashi: The Book of Five Rings  
第 11回：Yuien: Tannishō 
第 12回：Yomihon and Bunraku-plays, Ueda Akinari and Chikamatsu Monzaemon  
第 13回：Akutagawa Ryūnosuke: The Spider’s Threat, The Hell Screen, Lafcadio Hearn: Kwaidan 
第 14回：Koda Rohan: Pagoda, Skull & Samurai 
第 15回：Niwa Fumio: The Buddha Tree 
 
＜評価方法 Evaluation＞  
1. Attendance: Required. Each class missed will result in a lower course grade. Missing more than one 
third of the classes leads to disqualification. If you miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to 
ensure that you obtain any assignments or handouts. 
2. Active participation in class: It is your responsibility to read all of the assigned texts, be familiar 
with terms as given on the term sheets and handouts, and have thought about and prepared answers 
to the study/discussion questions. In order to generate class discussion, you will be called on randomly 
in class to give your thoughts on the study questions.  
3. Final paper / presentation: Each student will hand in a medium length final paper (about 10 pages) 
or give a 15 minutes presentation (with handout-notes or power point). Suggested topics will be 
provided. I expect proper academic work and correct quoting!  
Please note: Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form. 
 
 



Grading is based on  final term paper or  oral presentation (60%) and participation in the class 
discussion (40%). 
 
＜テキスト Textbooks＞  
Kamo no Chōmei: Hojoki 
Yoshida Kenkō: Essays in Idleness 
Dōgen Zenji: Shōbōgenzō 
Hakuin: Sokko-roku Kaien-fusetsu 
Japanese Nō dramas: Eguchi, Yama uba 
Takuan Sōhō: The Unfettered Mind 
Miyamoto Musashi: The Book of Five Rings 
Yuien: Tannishō 
Ueda Akinari: Ugetsu Monogatari 
Chikamatsu Monzaemon: The Love Suicides at Sonezaki 
Akutagawa Ryūnosuke: The Spider’s Threat, The Hell Screen 
Lafcadio Hearn: Kwaidan 
Koda Rohan: Pagoda, Skull & Samurai 
Niwa Fumio: The Buddha Tree 
Other required readings assigned during the course include selected essays, translations and 
selections from monographs. 
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