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The computerization® of school education is accelerating with the arrival of the
digital era. A new educational system must be realized using digital technology in
addition to the existing foundation®? of information printed on paper, called the print
culture, which until now has been the main way to develop people’s literary skills.

A group of experts and representatives of newspaper and publishing organizations
started a conference on learning with printed materials. The group suggests school
education use the strengths of both electronic and print media in a well-balanced manner.
The president of the conference says it is important to be digitally proficient”, but also to
have a solid foundation in print culture, ( )@ the next generation of talent will not
grow.

Obviously, people must be trained so that they are able to use digital technology*
in their lives. The government plans to provide elementary and junior high schools
nationwide with computers for learning—one®* for each student. Due to the spread of
COVID-19, the process toward the project’s completion was speeded up. There was also
an urgent need to develop an online” environment for classes using digital technology.

The education ministry believes that the use of information and communication
technology (ICT) will make teaching children with various proficiency* levels easier.
Unfortunately, most teachers do not have enough skill or experience yet. According to
a 2018 survey by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
only around 20% of teachers at elementary and junior high schools in Japan frequently
make use of ICT. This figure is low by international standards.??

Most importantly, the effects that digital devices have on children need to be
examined from various points of view. Children are visually exposed to a wide variety

of information by digital devices, but some researchers have warned us of its danger.
They are worried that children’s concentration could become weaker, which may damage
their comprehension. What is becoming more serious these days is a decline in reading
comprehension. According to OECD’s Program for International Student Assessment
(PISA) covering 15-year-old students around the world, Japanese students were ranked
15th in 2018 in reading, down from 8th in 2015. Some believe that Japanese students
were simply unfamiliar with the computer-based survey method. Maybe there are
some other reasons, however, such as children’s reluctance® to read books and their use
of short messages common on social media.

In order to develop students’ abilities to think deeply, it is essential that children
have rich experiences of reading and appreciating printed materials. It is also hoped

that school libraries will be improved and reading opportunities will be increased with

cooperation from local communities and families. We should reconsider the importance
of print culture as we redesign* our educational system in the current information era.Q10
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1. What is the main point of the whole passage?
(77) The importance of the digital era in schools
() The balanced use of ICT in elementary and junior high schools
() The results of the PISA survey about people’s literary skills
(=) The negative effects of print culture
() The balance between print culture and digital technology

2. Choose the word which is the closest in meaning to the underlined word foundation®? ?
(7) base
(1) generation
() indication
(=) relationship
(4) decrease

3. Choose the word for the space ( )@3 to complete the sentence.
(7) to
() or
(7) after
(=) nor

() but

4. What does the underlined word one® mean?
(7) a teacher
(1) a school
() a government
(=) a computer
(#) a technology

5. Which of the following is true?

(7)) People often avoid digital technology in new educational systems.

(1) The president of the conference says we should avoid too much emphasis on print
culture.

() The government completed the project to provide schools with computers before
the spread of COVID-19.

(=) People liked the online environment for classes.

() Some people are worried about depending too much on electronic media in
schools.



6. What does the education ministry think of the use of ICT?

(77) The use of ICT helps teachers make tests for students at different proficiency
levels.

(1) The use of ICT makes it difficult for teachers to teach students.

(77) The use of ICT makes it easier for teachers to teach students at different
proficiency levels.

(=) Teachers have enough experience of the use of ICT.

(#) Teachers had enough skill to make use of ICT in the PISA survey.

7. What is understood from the underlined sentence This figure is low by international
standards@? ?

(77) Students at elementary and junior high schools in Japan are not digitally
proficient.

(f) Only around 20% of teachers at elementary and junior high schools in Japan
took part in the assessment.

() The low level of ICT education at elementary and junior high schools will change.

(=) Teachers at elementary and junior high schools in Japan use ICT frequently.

(4) Teachers in foreign countries use ICT more than those in Japan.

8. What is mentioned as an effect of digital devices?
(77) They can examine Japanese children from various points of view.
() They can warn Japanese children of how much they were damaged.
() They can closely examine children’s comprehension.
(=) They can decrease children’s concentration.
(4) They can improve children’s comprehension.

9. Which reason explains a decline in Japanese children’s reading comprehension?
(77) They liked reading books.
(f) They used short messages on social media.
(77) They were familiar with the computer-based survey method.
(=) They used short unfamiliar messages in 2015.
(#4) They were ranked 15th in 2018 in reading.

10. What 1s the best summary of the last underlined paragraphQo?
(77) The importance of the print culture should not be forgotten.
(1) If we have rich experiences of reading, we can redesign our educational system.
() Students must have reading experiences in order to redesign our educational
system.
(=) Students’ abilities must be improved in school libraries.
(#) The redesign of our educational system will make school libraries unnecessary.
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(7) idea (1) advantages () wear () sold (4) make
(#) but () gradually (7)hardly (/) became (=) comfortable
(#) look () wearing () go

Hil  English Online (n.d.). Jeans-History and popularity of great clothes. Retrieved 2020, June 5 from

English Online, https://www.english-online.at/culture/jeans/jeans-popularity-of- great-clothes.htm. J ¥ —i
Eegs
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Make a right at the next intersection and go ( a ) the railroad crossing. My house
is on the corner to your left, the ( b ) with the red roof.

a (77) though () thorough (7) thought
(=) thus (4) through (#1) threw
b (7) it (1) they (7) its
(=) one () ones (1) one’s

My father kept ( a ) some books in his library in a special collection. Later, I
found they were extremely rare to find and were ( b ).

a (7) amid (1) aside (7) ashore
(=) astray (4) afoot (#7) adrift

b (77) highly valuable  (-f) valuably highly (7) high valuable
(=) value highly (4) high valve (#7) highly valve

A newspaper report said that some girls were ( a ) “Elsa” because their parents
were inspired by the movie Frozen. What ( b ) they would like to change their
names?

a (77) names (1) naming (77) name
(=) toname (4) namely (#) named
b (77) although (1) since (7) if
(=) when (4) while (#) because

It is said that the Polish language is the most difficult ( a ). It is not second
language learners but Polish people ( b ) who say so.

a (77) learning (1) learns (7) learn
() tolearn (4) learned (%) learnt

b (7)) myself (£) yourself (7) ourselves
() yourselves () itself (#7) themselves

Some untouched places in my house that were covered ( a ) housedust. ( b )a
surgical mask, I cleaned everything up.

a (7) of (1) after (7) with
(=) until (F) to (77) on

b (7) To wear (1) Wears (%7) Wore
(=) Wear (#4) Wearing (1) Worn



(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

I heard a nightingale singing sweetly in the mountain. ( a ) a beautiful but loud
song( b )!

a (7)) How (1) Why (7) When
(=) Where (4) What (#7) Who

b (7) canitsang ({) can sang (7) it sing
(=) it can sing (4) singit (#) can sings it

My father pats animals ( a ) he comes across them. Strangely, they do not run
away (b ) get angry when he tries to pat them.

a (7)) whoever () whichever (v7) whenever
() ever (#4) whatever (1) whomever
b (7) until (1) when (v7) for
() so (#4) nor (1) however

Every ( a ) people who love it for some good reason. Those who love autumn, for
( b ), also love autumn colors.

a (77) season has () seasons have (v7) seasons has
() season have (#) have seasons (7) has seasons
b (7) instance () incident (v7) inside
() instant (4) insect (1) instinct

I wanted to return the shirt since I found a hole in it. The new shirt was actually
out ( a ) stock, and the shop offered a different ( b ) of the same price.

a (7) of (1) with () into
() off (#4) over (#) by
b (7) it (1) itinerary (7) invest
(T) item (4) interest () intern
If you want to have fascinating experiences, you ( a ). You can experience other
people’s lives through stories in your ( b ) time.
a (77) should to read () has to read () may to read
() must to read (4) have to read (#7) need read
b (7) space (A) span (77) spare
() spoil (4) spear (#1) spell
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

I will>) have to leaving(,) my apartment early in(») the morning because(=) my flight
leaves atr) ten o’clock.

The dogs in() the house next(,) to mine keep(») barking last(-) night; I could not¢»
sleep well.

On() an internet video I saw, a() lady was arguing with(») her mother and dropped
her phone to) a swimming pool and it¢») sank.

First, you must go to a(>) embassy to apply forc,) your visa. Then, you must wait for
them to put it(») in your passport. Finally, you can(=) go online and buys) your
aeroplane ticket.

My father bought(r) home a fish that he caught(,). He thought() it ought(=) to be
more delicious than the fish he bought» at the supermarket.

As it was cooler outside than() inside, we all(,) decided to sleep in(») the tent that()
we use(y) last year on the camping trip.

I want to go over there>) to the sea to relax as(y) it is too hot here(»). Where) you
too hot, wherecr) would you go?

The meeting on(») cultural differences will be held in(¢,) the third floor in(y) the
conference room at(=) 4 pm for») one hour.

The next(») train to arrive at platform 5 will go(,) the 18:47 service to(») King’s Cross
Station. Please mind the gap between() the train and thecr) platform.

An angry passenger complained(>) to the airline because(,) they lost his luggage
from(») New York to=) London. Unfortunatecp), he lost the case.
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I want to tell you that this shop might have gone bankrupt ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) ( ) the sales manager.

* been - had - if

* not -1

(2) D2—F 2 —/3—[X 5000 T AD T 1 T =N\ T, FOFHE 1 BEFIZ 100 HlEl

®EW%&WK
This YouTuber has 50 million followers, and his new ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) 1 million views in an hour.

- as - video * many

« earned - as

(3)  FF PC OBEAITHRMLOELWEEZR S RN LICRB MW,
I realized that PC ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) correct color of the product.

* not - do * the

- show * screens

(4) BAR—LHEIIERTARETIINISELIDOT, oA THRE SRS,

Cardboard boxes take up a lot of space when they are ready to use, so ( ) ( )
( ) ( ) ( ).

- kept - folded * they

* are - up

(5)  BEVPFDNEDTNTTIEAR,
Money ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) my life.

* mean * does + everything

* not - 1in
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(6) Twill( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) week because I want to win and buy a car.

- a - lottery + buy
- ticket * next
(7) Someone ( ) ( ) () the front door, so ( ) ( ) answer it, please?
+ you + at © 18
- knocking + can

(8) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) want to study at from next year.

+ choose + which + please

+ you * university

(9) The theme park opens at 10 am, so ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) and queue

up.
-+ early + we . get
+ should + there

(1 0) When you arrive at the office, ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) computer for me?

* on « could + switch

+ you * my

10
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Beth:
Todd:
Beth:
Todd:
Beth:

Todd:
Beth:
Todd:
Beth:
Todd:

Beth:

Todd:

Beth:

Todd:

Beth:

Todd:

Beth:
Todd:

Beth:
Todd:

Beth:
Todd:
Beth:
Todd:

Beth:
Todd:
Beth:
Todd:

Beth:

Hello?

Hi. It’s me.

Oh, hi. What’s up?

Well, just calling to see how you all are over there.

We're fine, thanks. Fred’s fine. Always working as usual. Yeah, so, how are
you?

Never been better! How’s Dad?

Oh, he’s hanging in there.

That’s good to hear.

I saw Dad a couple of days ago at the nursing home.

Yeah, I called him around then, too. So, what did you do for the Labor Day
weekend?

Oh, you know, the usual. Slept in. Had a big breakfast on Saturday. And
then we had the Robinsons over for drinks and a barbecue Sunday evening and
brought Dad, too.

How are they doing? I haven’t seen them in ages.

Rachel has a new job. She’s an accountant of some sort at a new medical
facility.

An accountant, huh? She’s always been good with numbers. Isn’t that what
she was doing in her last job?

That was the job before that. She just resigned as marketing manager at Silco
Wireless. It was really wearing her down, she said.

Yeah, well, um, the main reason I wanted to call is because I'm wondering if
you are going to be around Maryville for the Christmas holidays.

We haven’t made any plans yet. Why? Are you thinking of coming?

Yeah, it’'ll be three years since we've made it back for the holidays, but it
wouldn’t be worth it if you weren’t there.

That would be great! Sure, we’ll be home. Can everybody make it?

Yeah, I think so. Well, if Cindy’s high school volleyball team makes the
playoffs, she might have practice until the 23rd, but if possible, I'd like to fly
out the weekend before that, on December 20th or the 21st.

Can Linda get that much time off work?

Yeah. Unlike me, my wife’s got lots of personal holiday time saved up.

But what about Cindy?

Well, if she can’t come with us, she can come on her own later. She’s a big girl
now, and she takes after her mother, so she’s self-sufficient.

Her ticket will be pricier then, though.

Yeah, well, it can’t be helped. Anyway, it’s good to hear you’ll be there.

And it’s good to hear from you. Say hi to everyone for us, okay?

Yeah, and you, too. And we’ll let you know when we set our plans. Take care.
Bye.

Bye.

11
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(1) Todd is calling Beth to make sure that she will be home during the time of his
possible visit.

(2 Beth lives near Todd.

(3) Beth works as hard as Fred.

(4) Todd and Beth are cousins.

(5) Todd is happy to hear that his father is doing okay.

6) Beth got up early every day during the Labor Day weekend.

(7 Todd called his father around the same time that Beth visited him.
(® There were at least five people at Beth’s barbeque Sunday evening.
(9 Todd cannot remember how old the Robinsons are.

(10) Rachel’s family name is Robinson.

(11) Todd knows Rachel, but he does not know her husband.

(12) Rachel quit her job as a marketing manager because it was too easy.

(13) Todd went to school together with Rachel.

(14) Rachel worked as an accountant before and after she worked as a marketing
manager.

(15) Todd visited Maryville for the Christmas holidays two Christmases ago.
(16) Linda is Cindy’s daughter.
(17) Cindy will have to go to volleyball practice on December 23rd.

(18) Linda has more personal holiday time saved up than Todd.
(19) If Cindy cannot travel together with her parents, she will have to stay home
during the Christmas holidays.

(20) Plane tickets are harder to reserve after December 23rd.

12
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